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A New Wind is Blowing
In 2019, the EDC adopted the theme
“Heart for God – Living a transformed life by
renewing our passion for God.” The Pastoral
team was convinced that in order to lead
HOPE in Biblical literacy, we chose to preach
chronologically through the Bible. In God’s
sovereign timing, I came at a time when the
pulpit preaching was based on Exodus and so
the chronological flow was to study and preach
on Leviticus. After much considerations, we
look at preaching through the year from both
the New and Old Testaments.
The first half of 2019, we launched the
study and preaching from the NT beginning
with the Gospel of John and the second half of
the year preaching on the first 10 chapters of
Leviticus. Interestingly, both the books have
helped us to focus on the year’s theme. Time
flies and it was time for the EDC retreat to seek
God for directions for 2020. The EDC decided
that we shall steer away from reliance on
human wisdom to plan for 2020. We learn to
discern God’s will for us through Lectio Divina
– learning to hear God in the busyness of our
daily routines.
The Lord led the EDC to take another
year focusing on “Heart for God – so that you
can discern what the good, acceptable and

perfect will of God is.” We believe that God will
not just speak to the EDC of Hope PC and
hence in the beginning of January 2020, we
will study and preach on the series: “What’s
up God? Pursuing God’s will together.” for
three Sundays, so that we as believers too will
learn to hear and discern God’s will for us
corporately.
For the 2020 pulpit calendar we will
align with that of Katong Presbyterian Church
where we will launch the study and preaching
on the first 10 chapters from the Book of Acts.
For this studies, we will adapt the study guide
by Timothy Keller of Redeemer Presbyterian
Church whose focus is in the application of
God’s word in our daily lives. For the second
half of 2020, we will continue on our OT studies
and preaching on Leviticus from chapter 11 to
the 27th chapter. Attached you will also find the
line-up for Christian Education. You will realise
that the EDC is trying to free up our calendar
so that we can be a more effective Christian
from Mondays to Saturdays. Sundays is when
we gather as a Church to be hear God and be
equipped to be the church out there in the
marketplace and where God has placed us in
our normal routines in life.
Rev Tan Cheng Huat (Interim Moderator)
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Introduction:
What comes to your mind when the Book of Acts is
mentioned? Many considered ACTS to be the historical record
of the beginning of the Christian Church. In fact the book of
ACTS is better seen as the continuation of Jesus’ work by the
Holy Spirit through the apostles. It is important to note that Dr.
Luke is trying to build the bridge between the Gospel of Luke
and the Book of Acts. (Luke 24:50 – 53).
The Gospel of Luke tells us what Jesus did and taught
in human form and the Book of Acts tells us what Jesus
continued to do and teach through His spiritual body the
Church. Here we see the believers taking care of the
“unfinished task”. The first part of this book is about Peter, and
the second part is about Paul. About 25% of Acts are sermons
or speeches given by the apostles. 8 sermons by Peter (Acts
1,2,3,4,5,10,11 and 15), 9 by Paul (Acts 13.14.17.20.28.and
four between Acts 22 – 26) and 1 by Stephen (Acts 7). The 28
chapters of Acts records the initial fulfilment of the Great
Commission of Matthew 28:19 – 20 which is realized perfectly:
1.
Witness in Jerusalem (Chapters 1:1 – 8:4)
2.
Witness in Judea and Samaria (Chapters 8:5 –
12:25)
3.
Witness to the end of the earth (Chapters 13 – 28)
Some commentators have outlined the book
geographically, using a formula Jesus gave his disciples: “You
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). Acts tells the
story of how Christianity began and spread. The Book of Acts,
then, is not a mere chronicle of events, but a portrayal of the
kinds of people and kinds of things that were taking place in
the early church.

Acts
Preparing the
Understanding for mission
1. 1:1. What does v.1 tell us about Luke’s theme or subject
for the Book of Acts? How does this theme contrast
Christianity from other faiths?

2. 1:3-8. Why do you think Jesus prepares the apostles’
minds (v.3) before he sends them power (v.4)? What was
it about (cf. Luke 24:44-49)? What does the apostles’
question reveal about their understanding of the kingdom?
How does Jesus correct and inform their understanding?

3. In what way is the apostolic ministry continuing in the
church and in what way is it not? In what ways does this
distinction influence the way we apply the book of Acts to
ourselves today?
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WEEK 1 PROJECT –

DISCUSSION

The purpose of this course is to prepare your mind and
heart to be effective witnesses for Christ’s kingdom in the
world — in a small group community. The basis for this course
is a study of the book of Acts, which is a source for all the
principles we need to be witnesses.
In Acts 1 and 2 we see that Jesus prepared both the
understandings and the whole lives of his disciples before he
sent them out. He gave them both truth and power. But notice
that this preparation came in the context of community. They
did not learn and grow into “sentness” as individuals. They
received both the necessary truth and power in community.
Your small group community will be the setting for you to
prepare yourselves for the same great experience and service.
As we study Acts 1 and 2, we will learn how to prepare one’s
life for God to use.
1.
In Acts 3-7 we will learn how to grasp and share the
gospel itself.
2.
In Acts 8-10 we will learn how people come to Christ
and are changed through conversion.
3.
In this year, your group will choose a way of
outreach to do together, and you will spend 2-3
months putting your learning into practice, and then
supporting and supervising one another as you
reach out.
The following is an outline and schedule:
2 Feb
9 Feb
16 Feb
23 Feb
1 Mar

8 Mar
15 Mar
22 Mar
29 Mar
19 Apr
26 Apr

Preparing your Life for evangelism
Acts 1:1-11: Preparing the Understanding for
Mission (Intro to Course)
Acts 1:12-26: Preparing the Life for Mission
(Building a “Altar” for a Life God Can Use)
Acts
2:1-13:
The
Power
Arrives
(The Power of the Holy Spirit)
Acts 2:14 – 39: The first sermon
(The Power to witness)
Acts
2:40-47:
The
New
Community
(The Power of the Gospel)
Presenting the Gospel
Acts 3:1-26: Peter Presents the Gospel
(Sharing a Testimony)
Acts 4:1-13: Peter Defends the Gospel
(A Gospel Outline 1)
Acts 4:23 – 37: The Word and the Spirit
(A Gospel Outline 2)
Acts
4:38
–
5:15:
Counter-Attack
(Gaining Confidence)
Acts 5:27 – 42: The hero of heroes
(Respond to Persecution)
Acts 6:1 – 7: Service in Christ
(Word and Work)

3 May

17 May
24 May
31 May
7 Jun

Acts 6:8-7:60: Stephen Presents the Gospel
(“Oikos” Evangelism)
Leading People to Faith
Acts 8:1 – 25 : Gospel in the City
(Conversion Project)
Acts 8: 26 – 40: The Ethiopian’s Conversion
(Special Joint Meeting: Joyful Boldness)
Acts
9:1-43:
Paul’s
Conversion
(A Gospel Outline 3)
Acts
10:1-11:18:
Cornelius’
Conversion
(Understanding Conversion)

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1.
Share either one positive experience or one negative
experience you’ve had in witnessing to your faith. What
one or two important things can be learned about sharing
faith from these incidents.

Acts
Preparing the life for mission
1.

Jesus told them to not begin their mission until they
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit (1:4-5). What do they do
to prepare for this gift in 1:13-26?

2.

Compare and contrast this incident in Acts 2:1-4 with
Acts 4:31;7:55;13:9; Luke 1:41, 67; 3:21-22; 4:1. In what
ways is Pentecost unique, and in what ways is it
repeatable?
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WEEK 2 PROJECT – BUILDING

A LIFE ALTAR

Read silently and mark
“!” - for something that helped you
“?” -for something that raised a question
The Ascension and the Power of the Spirit
Jesus would not let the disciples leave Jerusalem to be
his witnesses until they received “the gift”, the power of the
Holy Spirit (1:4,8). What did they have to wait for? Why
couldn’t the Spirit be given to them immediately? Because
Jesus had to ascend to the right hand of the Father. It is from
there, from the right hand of God, that Jesus pours out the
Spirit. See Peter’s sermon in Acts 2:33. “Exalted to the right
hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised
Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear.”
The Spirit was not given in this major way until Christ assumed
his place as our Priest and King before the Father. John 16:7
– Unless I go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if
I go, I will send him to you.) Pentecost happens when Jesus
goes to the right hand of the Father.
Therefore, Pentecost and the Ascension are one-time
events. Yet there is a repeatable aspect to them. There is still
a connection between seeing the ascended Christ and
experiencing the power of the Spirit. When Stephen was
dragged before a human court, he was condemned unjustly
and was about to be executed. But he was “filled with the Holy
Spirit” (Acts 7:55). How so? We are told, “full of the Holy Spirit
he looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus
standing at the right hand of God. ‘Look’ he said, ‘I see heaven
opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!’
At this they covered their ears, and yelling at the top of
their voices, they all rushed at him... While they were stoning
him, Stephen prayed...’Lord do not hold this sin against them.”
The Nature of Spiritual Experience
We see then that we cannot divorce Word from Spirit or
pit them against each other. Spirit-filledness is for the purpose
of speaking effectively. On the other hand, Spirit-filledness is
actually “truth beginning to shine” in the soul. It arises from
meditation and prayer and reflection over the truths of the
Word.
In Ephesians 1:17 Paul prays for the Ephesians and
asks that the Spirit of wisdom and revelation will enlighten the
eyes of your heart in order that the Ephesians might know the
hope to which he has called you, and the riches of his glorious
inheritance in the saints. Does he think the Ephesians don’t
know that they have this hope and inheritance? No, of course
they know it intellectually. But Paul here says that the fullness
of the Spirit “enlightens the eyes of the heart” and shows us
the “glory” and “riches” of it all. In Eph.3:18ff. Paul shows the
nature of spiritual experience again. He says that the Spirit’s
job is to strengthen in the inner being so that we might receive
power to grasp... how wide and long and high and deep is the
love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge,

that you may be filled with all the fulness of God.” This is the
fullness of the Spirit! It is to take truths that we know — like the
love of Christ — and meditate on them, seeking the Spirit’s
help, until we find ourselves with the “power to grasp” and we
find the dimensions of his love simply overwhelm our mind and
heart and fill us up.
The Church Builds an Altar
A good image for seeking the fullness of the Spirit is the
concept of “building a life altar”. In the Old Testament, an altar
was built and a sacrifice placed on it, and then God sent his
fire to burn up the sacrifice (I Kings 18). This is a great
illustration of the dynamics of personal revival and spiritual
renewal. Paul uses it when he tells us to “make ourselves a
living sacrifice” (Romans 12:1ff.) We cannot create spiritual
renewal — only God can send the “fire”. We can only prepare
the altar and the sacrifice. Then God can send the Holy Spirit.
If we look at Acts 1 we see Jesus helping the disciples to build
an altar. There are four parts at least:
1.
A renewed church is vision-driven. In Acts 1:6-8 Jesus
repairs their faulty vision of what he is going to do in the
world. They were looking for a political campaign, and he
tells them about the nature of the kingdom, which will
spread through his disciples as they become his
witnesses and ambassadors. The vision is that we
throughout words will bring people under the kingship of
Christ which will heal and repair all things.
2.
A renewed church is gospel-driven. In Acts 1:9-11 Jesus
ascends to heaven and the angels tell the disciples that
now the knowledge of his ascension should empower
them. Refer to the above incident with Stephen. It is only
as we “preach the gospel to ourselves” about our
standing in Christ that the Holy Spirit takes that truth and
catches it on fire in our hearts, creating times of amazing
assurance which equips us for service.
3.
A renewed church is prayer-driven. In Acts 1:14 we see
the disciples uniting in corporate, prevailing prayer. It is
only in prayer and through prayer that the Holy Spirit
takes up the vision and the gospel and makes them fiery
realities in the centers of our being.
4.
A renewed church is leader-driven. In Acts 1:15ff. we see
the disciples asking for God to raise up leaders. Personal
and corporate revivals occur through leaders which God
identifies and equips.
The Christian Builds an Altar
How can an individual Christian, then “build an altar”,
seeking more of the power of the Spirit so that you can be
more useful to God?
1.
Preparing to be an ambassador. A “witness for the
kingdom” is an ambassador, a representative of the King.
At what major points does your life fail to represent Christ?
Think of your relationships. Think of your work-life. Think
of your relationships to family members. Think of habitual
sins of omission or commission.

2.

3.

4.

Preaching the gospel to yourself. At what points do you
fail to believe your standing in Christ? How will you
deepen your understanding of these truths? How will you
study the basics?
Prayer. Study the prayer of Acts 4:23ff. Notice that they
did not pray for protection or anything tangible. They
asked only for a sense of God’s presence and reality.
How will you make your prayer life more centered on
seeking God and his kingdom (rather than centered on
your needs and problems)?
Leaders. How will you find accountability and
relationships to others in the body who are more mature
than you, from whom you can learn?

Make a Plan
1.
Obedience issues. Practical things I will start to do or
stop doing to be a better ambassador.

2.

Gospel and Prayer issues: Practical things I will do to
more diligently seek his presence in prayer and study.

3.

Leadership issues: Practical things I will do to become
more accountable to others for building “my altar”.
Practical ways I will be more networked into the Body.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1.
Discuss those things in the reading that most helped
you—things you marked with an ‘!’ and things in the
reading that raised questions—things you marked with
an ‘?’

2.

What one or two practical things will you do in order to
“build an altar” and seek the fullness of the Spirit?

Acts
The power arrives
1.

vv.5-11. What are the marks of the kind of corporate
worship that makes a strong evangelistic impact?

2.

vv.12-13. What kind of impact did this first corporate
celebration have on the audience?
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THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
Introduction: The Holy Spirit’s Coming
Before His death, Jesus told all those who were
spiritually thirsty to come to Him and drink. He promised that
rivers of living waters would flow out of them, speaking
symbolically of the Holy Spirit who hadn’t been given, because
Jesus had not yet been glorified (John 7:37-39). Jesus later
said it was for our good that He was going away and He
promised to send the Counsellor, the Spirit of truth, to guide
us into all truth and to tell us what is yet to come (John 16:7,13).
Then, Christ’s last words before His ascension assured
believers that they would receive power when the Holy Spirit
came, that would result in their being bold witnesses of His
death and resurrection (Acts 1:8).
Pentecost was fifty days after Christ was resurrected
and just 10 days after His ascension. It is here, in Acts 2:1-36,
that we see Jesus’ promises about the Holy Spirit fulfilled. On
that day all the Christians were filled with the Holy Spirit. Peter
was empowered to explain what was happening. He describes
David’s prediction of Christ’s resurrection and exaltation as
fulfillment of prophecy and God’s foreordained plan. And he
points to the gift of the Holy Spirit as proof of Christ’s Lordship.
Today we have the gospels, the book of Acts and the
epistles to teach us about the Holy Spirit’s ministry in our lives
and in the life of Christ’s church. We are inseparably linked to
this Person as believers, yet many believers are confused
about or ignorant of His ministry in our lives. Ask yourself —
“Theoretically, if the Holy Spirit left my life today, would it make
any difference in the way I respond to things?” (Leader: 10 min.
#I; 10 min. #IIA; 10 min. #IIB; 15 min.for prayer.
I.
A.

The Holy Spirit’s Ministry
The Holy Spirit came to convict the world of sin,
righteousness and judgment, according to John 16:8-11.
What has been the world’s response, from Old
Testament times until now, according to Acts 7:51-53?

B.

Assign these verses. Discuss how the Holy Spirit relate
to all believers.
1. I Cor. 6:19, 20
2. Eph. 1:13
3. Rom. 8: 11, 16 & 26
4. In I Cor. 12:7-13 we see that there is both diversity and
unity in the body of Christ, for the common good.
Everyone profits as the spiritual gifts are exercised that
the Holy Spirit bestowed. He gives ‘severally, as He
wills, we receive.

C.

Once we better understand the theology of God’s Spirit
at work in the church and in us, what should be the
implications in our walk with God and the life of the
church?

II.
A.

How Christians relate to the Holy Spirit
What potential problems are exposed in the following
verses?
1. Eph. 4:30 (What solutions are offered in v.31,32?)
2. I Thes. 5:19 (What solutions are offered in verses 2024?)
3. Gal. 5:17 (What solutions are offered in verses 16,18
& 25?)
4. I John 1:5-10 once again shows us problems, or
hindrances, that can keep us from the Spirit’s fullness.
How can these verses help us follow through on
obeying the solutions offered in the verses above and
what’s at stake if we don’t?

B.

Eph. 5:18 is a command for believers to be filled with
the Holy Spirit. It’s not an option, but He doesn’t tell us
to do something beyond our grasp. Eph. 5:19-21 and
Col. 3:15,16 describe evidences of the Spirit’s fullness
in our hearts and in the church. We speak to one
another with songs, hymns, and spiritual songs, singing
and making music in our hearts to the Lord, being
thankful for everything and submitting ourselves one to
another. Do you see the Spirit’s fullness being
manifested in our church?

III.
A.

Pray together about:
Where you need deeper understanding, confessing
obstacles to obedience in your walk and your desire to
experience the Spirit’s work in yourself and in our
church.

B.

ALTAR Accountability. In the whole group, or in
smaller groups of 2 or 3, share how you are doing in the
3-5 things that you resolved to do in order to ‘build an
altar’ and have a life more useful to God’.

Acts
The first sermon
1.

What was the source of Peter’s message? What should
be the source of ours? In what places were Peter’s three
texts found?

2.

Did Peter give his personal testimony? Should we give
ours?
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THE POWER TO WITNESS
The Source of the Message:
All classes of men shall become witnesses: “And on my
servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days
of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy” (2:18). The evidence that
God would pour out His Spirit upon servants and handmaidens
was partly fulfilled at that hour. All of the disciples had been
speaking with tongues. Peter himself was a fisherman from
Galilee. He would be looked upon as a servant by the
Pharisees and scribes.
A world-famed musician, standing before a great
audience, took up a violin, and played upon it so remarkably
that his listeners sat in rapt attention. One string of the violin
broke. He played on as though nothing had happened. The
second string broke and though the audience was amazed still
he continued to play as before. Then the third string broke,
leaving but one, and while the people held their breath, he
played on beautifully. At last the fourth string broke and the
great musician raised his violin and bringing it down with all
his might dashed it to pieces. The people thought that in anger
he had ruined a very valuable instrument. He then told them
that he had purchased that violin for three dollars; that he had
used it to show them that it was not so much the instrument as
the master hand that played it which determined the quality of
music.
Christ can use any voice which is willing to be used for
Him. He has chosen the poor of the world who are rich in faith
rather than the noble and mighty, that no witness might glory
in himself but in the power of God. That which the followers of
Christ should fear most is not the effort to witness, but the
failure of not witnessing for Him.
Not all are fitted to witness to thousands, as did Peter,
but all are fitted for some kind of witnessing for Christ. It may
be that one is called to witness to his own family or to his
nearest neighbour, but he should never forget that in some
capacity he is called upon to witness. He should never forget
that if he is a devout believer, humble and penitent, he can
broadcast the message of salvation through Christ in every
part of the world, for Peter also said, according to Scripture,
“For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be
saved” (Rom. 10:13).
The Theme was CHRIST
Peter’s message centered about Christ. His object was
to show that Jesus of Nazareth was the Christ of prophecy
whom they had long expected. He preached a remarkably full
and clear sermon concerning Christ. He began with His
incarnation: spoke of His death, resurrection, ascension and
present work through His Spirit.
Peter quoted from two other passages which were
prophetic. One is found in Psalm 16 and the other in Psalm
110. The former was quoted principally because it foretold the

resurrection, the latter was quoted because it foretold the
ascension of Jesus. The disciples had been witnesses of
these facts, but the prophetic witness was more important
because it was the witness of God. The events which occurred
proved God true, Christ divine, and the personal observation
of the disciples correct.
Peter, and the other apostles with him, could therefore
testify with the utmost confidence that Jesus Christ was the
Saviour and Lord.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1.
What did Peter say was necessary in order to be saved?

Acts
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The new community
1.

vv.40-41. Why do you think Peter tells them to save
themselves from “this generation”? What does this
statement imply about the church, and about becoming
a Christian?

2.

vv.42-47. Make a list of the characteristics and functions
of the early church which are evident in this passage.

The five ministries of the early church are also five “vital
signs” of a Spirit-filled community.
A. Ministry of learning in the
truth.

(1st sign: Theological depth )

B. Ministry of loving in the
fellowship

(2nd sign: Intimate
relationships)

C. Ministry of worship in the
Spirit

(3rd sign: Joyous worship)

D. Ministry of witness through
words

(4th sign: Relentless
Evangelism)

E. Ministry of service through
deeds

(5th sign: Sacrificial service)

3.

Consider your own small group. How can it better
manifest these ‘vital signs’ ? Consider your local
church. How can it better manifest these ‘vital signs’?

WEEK 5 PROJECT –

THE POWER OF THE GOSPEL
Introduction
In Acts 2:37, we see an example of the Spirit convicting
the world of sin, righteousness and judgment (John 16:8-11)
as Peter spoke to the crowd at Pentecost. He was preaching
the gospel boldly. We can too. (Leader: Look up each verse
under I - 10 minutes, II - 15 minutes, III -10 minutes and
discuss the questions. Pace yourself to leave 10 to 15 minutes
to read number IV and pray.)
I.

Understanding where the power lies
A. Romans 1:16 – What are we told about the gospel? How
does this verse challenge our attitude about witnessing
and to whom we witness?
B. I Cor. 1:17,18 & 22-24 – What was Paul’s central
message to the Greeks at Corinth, in spite of their
intellects, morals and philosophies?
C. I Cor. 2:1-5 – How did Paul proclaim the gospel that he
said he was not ashamed of and what comfort does this
offer to us?

II.
Accepting the ministry God gave us.
A. II Cor. 5:17-20 – What is God’s messenger called? What
specifically does he do? Where does he get his authority?
What does God’s messenger talk about? What’s the
message? How would you define ‘reconcile’? In this
passage, who is reaching out to whom?
B. Who have you had an opportunity to share this message
with lately and how did they respond?
III.

Because of the power of the Holy Spirit and the
power of the gospel, the lives of many people were
touched. We should be able to experience increasing
confidence in communicating the gospel, as we
continue to contemplate what it means to build an
altar, make sacrifices to the Lord, and trust the Holy
Spirit to let the fire fall into our hearts as we live for
Him in word and deed.
A. PRAY FOR OPPORTUNITIES this week to practice
being a minister of reconciliation. It is the God
empowered ministry that has been given to each believer!
Accept it joyfully.
B. ALTAR Accountability. During closing time of sharing
and prayer — in the larger group, or in smaller groups of
2 or 3, ask each other and share: “How are you doing
with the 3-5 things that you resolved to do in order to
“build and altar” and have a life more useful to God?”

Acts
Peter presents the Gospel
1.

How does Peter prove from the Bible that Jesus is the
Messiah? Where did Peter learn all this? What is the
importance of seeing the centrality of Christ in the Old
Testament?

2.

How does Peter tell his listeners they must do to receive
Christ? Compare it with what he told his listeners in Acts
2. What does he say will be the results of receiving Christ?
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SHARING A TESTIMONY
I.

The Story of your spiritual journey. Have you
experienced salvation? If so, you have a message. Read
I Peter 3:15. Let’s consider what we need to know to be
ready:
A. Write one word best describing your life during each of
the three phases of your spiritual journey to knowing
Christ. Then, share them, by category, without comment.
1) Before_____________
2) How ______________
3) After ______________
B. Record 3 phrases or words that describe different
attitudes, circumstances or actions you had before you
came to know Christ, then share them.
1)
2)
3)
C. How would you summarize your differences and what
you had in common?

II.

The story of Jesus Christ’s spiritual journey. Read
Romans 10:14-17
A. How did you hear the gospel (who, where, when)?
Consider finding a way this week to thank that person for
influencing you to give your life to Christ. It might
encourage them!
B. What did you understood about the claims of Jesus
Christ? This is the part of your testimony that must be
clear and about HIM, not you!

III.

Proclaiming His praises! Read Isaiah 52:7. “ In biblical
times, there was no CNN to take people into the battle
zone via television. Instead, messengers ran from the
war zones to inform anxious family members and friends
of the outcome of the battles. In this passage the
message is one of victory, “Your God reigns!” (The
Treasures of Encouragement Sharon Betters)

A. Ps.66:16 says, “Come and listen, all you who fear
God; let me tell you what He has done for me.”
1. What is an area where you have seen change in your
life because of Jesus? A true testimony relates to
personal experience.
2. How has God comforted you through relational conflict,
deep loss, illness, financial or job pressures? You have
a message!

B. This is how we can preach without ‘preaching’! We can
cultivate the habit of seeing ALL of life as an opportunity
to express gratitude to God! No child of God is exempt
from this type of ‘preaching’ ministry’.
IV.

Read Jer. 20:9. Pray for our testimonies to burst forth
from an inward fire! We ARE to preach the gospel,
without ‘preaching’ and talk about Jesus! An
energizing power is given by the Holy Spirit to cleansed,
trusting hearts. So confess your sins for continual
cleansing and consider this quote by Michael Green:
‘EVANGELISM IS OVERFLOW’!

Acts
Peter defends the Gospel
1.

What is particularly troubling to the leaders about the
apostles (v.7, 13-14), and what link is there between this
distress and their rejection of the gospel message?

2.

vv.8-12. What evidence and arguments are used by
Peter in his defence? What is the leaders’ response?
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WEEK 7 PROJECT –

THE CONTENT OF THE GOSPEL 1
Read silently and mark
“!” - for something that helped you
“?” -for something that raised a question
If a Christian is going to share the faith, it is necessary to have
in your head both an outline of the gospel and a summary of
the gospel.
WHAT — is an outline of the gospel and a summary of the
gospel?
An outline of the gospel is a framework on which you can hang
all the relevant information about Christ so that a listener can
believe and receive him. A gospel outline is an “accordion” in
that it can be shared fairly briefly, but could also be expanded
very fully, depending on the circumstances.
1.
The “two diagnostic” questions of Evangelism Explosion,
(see D. James Kennedy, Evangelism Explosion)
2.
The “Four Spiritual Laws” of Campus Crusade, (see
numerous Crusade publications)
3.
The “Bridge Illustration” of Navigators, (see in Hybels,
Becoming a Contagious Christian)
4.
See a less well-known but fine presentation by John
Guest called “A Faith That Can Be Yours”, (in Risking
Faith)
A summary of the gospel really needs to be brief — it should
30 seconds to a minute in length at the most. It is much shorter
than the full presentation that needs to be given to someone
who is very ready to believe.
WHEN — use a gospel summary or outline?
An outline of the gospel should be used when a listener is
genuinely interested in knowing what the Christian faith is
about, and how to become a Christian. A summary of the
gospel is not sufficient for a person who wants to become a
Christian. Rather, it is for the early stages of a conversation or
a relationship with a non-Christian. Its purpose is to get the
basic idea of the gospel out on the table. Mainly, it is to
distinguish Christianity from mere “religion and morality”, and
to give a gripping definition of sin and grace.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1.
Discuss those things in the reading that most helped you
— things you marked with an ‘!’

2.

Discuss those things in the reading that raised questions
— things you marked with an ‘?’

Acts
The Word and the Spirit
1.

vv.23-31.What are the marks the prayer which brings
down such power into the disciples?

2.

Summarize. What do we learn about witness and
ministry from this entire passage? Examine your hearts
and our church in light of it.
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WEEK 8 PROJECT –

THE CONTENT OF THE GOSPEL 2
The goal of the brief summary is to get the nonChristian to reveal his or her particular problems with the
gospel, the personal barriers against faith. Then, these
barriers can be worked through. After they have been, you can
provide a gospel outline that more fully explains the faith. The
reason we provide a “brief” summary of the gospel is so that,
eventually, your sharing of the faith will be very directed at the
person’s particular and specific issues.
If you provide first a longer outline of the gospel, you
probably will be “scratching where the person is not itching”
and thus (perhaps) you may bore them.
HOW — to use a gospel summary.
Here are several examples. You may prefer to write your own.
Do-Done summary (see example in Bill Hybels, Becoming a
Contagious
Christian).
“Do”. All forms of religion, (formal or informal), are spelled DO, because they tell us we have to perform good works and
obey moral and religious laws in order to find God, to achieve
forgiveness, nirvana, or peace. But you can never be sure you
have done enough. “Done”. But Christianity is spelled D-O-NE because God sent his son to earth to live the life we should
live, and die on the cross to pay the debt we should pay for
wrongs we’ve done. Buddha said “Strive w/out ceasing”;
Jesus said “It is finished”. (John 19:30)
To become a Christian is to turn from “do” to “done” by
asking God to accept you for Jesus’ sake and commit to live
for him.
Sin – Salvation summary (based on a paragraph in John
Stott’s The Cross of Christ):
Sin is us substituting ourselves for God, putting ourselves
where only God deserves to be — in charge of our lives.
Salvation is God substituting himself for us, putting himself
where only we deserve to be — dying on the cross. Read II
Cor.5:21.
To become a Christian is first to admit the problem: that you
have been substituting yourself for God either by religion
(trying to be your own saviour by obedience to moral
standards) or by irreligion (trying to be your own lord by
disobedience to moral standards). And second to accept the
solution: asking God to accept you for Jesus’ sake and know
that you are loved and accepted because of his record, not
yours.

Acts
Counter-attack
1.

How do we see word-witness relate to deed-witness in
the life of the early church? What implications does this
have for your own witness here and now?

2.

5:1-12. What was the sin of Ananias and Sapphira? Why
was it so serious and so seriously dealt with? How can
we a) fall into a similar trap, and b) avoid it?

Study 9 | Acts 4:38 – 5:15

WEEK 9 PROJECT –

GAINING CONFIDENCE
Ice Breaker: What is the key ingredient in gaining confidence
in lifestyle evangelism?
I.
Let’s review what we’ve learned through our study in
Acts and our projects that should help us develop
confidence in being our King’s representatives:
A. The Power of the Holy Spirit – Read Romans 8:6 & 11
1. What are several examples we’ve seen in Acts that
have demonstrated “the power of the Holy Spirit”
being unleashed in ordinary men?
2. What would keep you from experiencing this
confidence? How can we get the truths about the
Holy Spirit in Scripture to help us gain confidence
seeking to represent Christ to others in both word
and deed?
B. The Power of the Gospel – Read I Cor. 1:17,18
1. What are several examples of the Gospel’s power
we’ve seen in Acts?
2. What would keep us from taking steps to witness if
we believe A & B? How can we get these truths to
motivate us into action?
C. Sharing a Testimony – We shared with one another
words, phrases and sentences describing our spiritual
journeys to faith in Jesus Christ, using the simple outline
of before, how & after. Has anyone done this lately? (1
or 2 share)
D. The Content of the Gospel
1. What example of an outline of the Gospel have we
seen in our Acts study? Have you shared an outline
of the Gospel lately? (1 or 2 share)
2. A summary of the Gospel is for the early stages of
conversion, giving the basic idea of the gospel,
defining sin and grace, and exposing faith barriers.
Have you tried using one of the examples? (1 or 2
share)
II.

Gaining confidence in lifestyle evangelism will come
with practice. As you are a “doer of the Word and not a
hearer only,” you will find yourself gaining confidence.
Obedience to the light you’ve been given on a subject
will always result in strengthened faith and confidence in
God working through you with the Holy Spirit’s power.

A. Pray for an opportunity to share your testimony (or part
of it), an outline of the Gospel (using a booklet or the
Scriptures), or a summary of the Gospel (like: Do-Done,
Sin-Salvation, Slavery- Freedom, Law-Love, ProblemSolution).
B. Take the initiative to do this. The Spirit empowers
obedience. Expect God to answer your prayer and
honour your obedience and the desire to see others
know Christ. The fire will fall on the altar of a pure,
obedient, faith-filled, praying heart!

Acts
The hero of heroes
1.

2.

3.

vs. 30 – 32. What else did the apostles proclaim on this
occasion?

Who in the council stood up? Who was he? What did he
command?

Survey this long passage and make a list of the
characteristics of a spiritually vital church.
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RESPOND TO PERSECUTION
Infuriated, the council plots to kill the apostles. However,
one in the council, a Pharisee and highly respected teacher of
the law by the name of Gamaliel (cf. 22:3), advises the council
to leave the apostles alone. Based upon the history of other
“movements” that had failed, Gamaliel reasons that if the
apostles were doing the work of men, it would come to naught.
But if it was the work of God, the council could do nothing to
stop it and would only be fighting against God.
The council is willing to heed his advice, though the
apostles are beaten and charged not to speak in the name of
Jesus before being released. The apostles leave the council
rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame in the
name of Jesus, and continue right on teaching and preaching
Jesus as the Christ every day in the temple and in every house
(33-42).
Opposition And Growth
A closer look, however, reveals that in this age, before
the return of Jesus and the arrival of God’s kingdom in fullness,
the spread of the good news about Jesus will be
characteristically accompanied with persecution and
opposition.
The opening chapters of the book describe both:
Increasing opposition against the early Christians and
The continued spread of the gospel in spite of persecution.
There are three places in these early chapters of Acts where
these two themes are placed side by side.
1.

Acts 4:3 - An Attempt To Thwart The Spread Of The
Gospel
Two apostles, Peter and John, were proclaiming the
good news about the risen Lord Jesus, but they were seized
by the authorities and placed in prison in an attempt to stop
the spread of the good news. The next verse, however (Acts
4:4) begins with 'but'! “But many who heard the message
believed; so the number of men who believed grew to about
five thousand.”
2.

Acts 5:18 - The Opposition Increases.
Although in 4:3 two apostles were placed in jail, now all
the apostles are placed in jail. In 4:21 Peter and John were
released with a warning. Now, in 5:40 the apostles are
released with a flogging and some wanted to put them all to
death (5:33). The verse following the account of their arrest in
5:18, however, also begins with 'but'! An angel of the Lord
opened the doors of the jail and sent them back to where they
had been preaching so they could continue to “tell the people
all about this new life” (5:20).
After their release, “Day after day … they never stopped
teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the
Messiah” (5:42).

3.

Acts 8:1–4 - The First Martyr
We reach the greatest opposition to the message about
Jesus to this point in Acts. We move beyond threats of death
to the first person killed for their proclamation of Jesus
(Stephen). Furthermore, we read that on the day of Stephen’s
death “a great persecution broke out against the church in
Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered
throughout Judea and Samaria” (8:1). In fact, so intense was
this persecution that “Saul began to destroy the church. Going
from house to house, he dragged off both men and women
and put them in prison” (Acts 8:3).
Surely this looks like the end of the Christian church!
Certainly this appears to have been Saul’s aim. However,
once again, the book of Acts places next to this a statement
about the continuing spread of the message about Jesus.
“Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever
they went” (Acts 8:4).
Did you notice the additional point being made here? Not
only is this once again saying that the spread of the message
about Jesus cannot be thwarted by persecution, this is even
saying that, in this instance, persecution was the very means
for the spread of the message. Stephen’s death was followed
by persecution, persecution led to the scattering of believers,
and the scattering of believers led to the continued spread of
the gospel, now beyond Jerusalem for the first time!
The Gospel Spreads
As believers were scattered, some told the message to
fellow Jews and others told Greeks “the good news about the
Lord Jesus” (11:20). Amazingly, “a great number of people
believed and turned to the Lord” (11:21). In this same verse
we’re told how this came about. It was because “the Lord’s
hand was with them.” The risen Lord Jesus was with his
people, strengthening them to tell the gospel, and enabling
people to respond and believe the good news.
There are no simplistic explanations of suffering and
persecution in Acts. In one chapter (Acts 12) James the
apostle is put to death by Herod and Peter is miraculously
rescued from Herod’s prison and certain death. There are no
guarantees that a believer will escape, or any one church will
survive (see e.g., Rev 2–3).
Nevertheless, the book of Acts provides us with
assurance that the risen Lord Jesus is still with his people.
He enables the continuing spread of the good news
about his saving death and resurrection, empowering his
people by the Spirit to be his witnesses.
By God’s grace, nothing can thwart the continued
spread of the gospel and the planting of churches of people
who know the forgiveness of sins through faith in the risen
Lord Jesus!
Persecution in Acts BY ALAN J. THOMPSON | 2 MARCH 2017

Acts
Service in Christ
1.

What does this passage teach us about the marks of a
vital church?

2.

What were the names of the seven men who were
selected? What is unique about their names?
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WORD AND WORK
The workers best suited to heal the ethnic divide in the
Acts 6 community are qualified because they are “known to
be full of the Spirit and wisdom.” Like those qualified for
prayer and preaching, the table-servers’ ability is the result of
spiritual power. Nothing less than the power of the Spirit
makes possible meaningful, community-building, peacemaking work among Christians.
This passage helps us to see that all work that builds
the community or, more broadly, that promotes justice,
goodness, and beauty, is—in a deep sense—service (or
ministry) to the world.
1.
In our churches, do we recognize the equal ministry of
the pastor who preaches the word, the mother and
father who provide a loving home for their children, and
the accountant who gives a just and honest statement
of her employer’s expenditures?
2.
Do we understand that they are all reliant upon the
Spirit to do their work for the good of the community?
Every manner of good work has the capacity—by the
power of the Spirit—to be a means of participation in
God’s renewal of the world.
Each person has different gifts.
As a whole, this church is sufficiently gifted to expand the
kingdom of God. You each have special gifts and abilities
given to you by God. But,
HOW can you, individually and as a group, accomplish God's
will in building the church?
First, you must desire to discover your gifts.
Do you even want to find out what your gift is?
Music, teaching, helping, cleaning, technical stuff, arranging
meetings, making phone calls, washing a vehicle, preparing
a study, language translations, etc.
Maybe you might see that someone around you in this
church has a need.
Is someone in the hospital? Go visit him.
Has someone just had a baby? Then you could volunteer to
bring a meal.
Perhaps someone's car isn't working well and they don't
have any money. You could get together, raise a little money
and donate it to that person.
The best ministry begins right where you are, right
where the need is that God has allowed you to be aware of.
It doesn't matter what your gift or work is. As long as you are
doing it for the glory of God. That is why we were created, for
God's glory.
Use a Spiritual Gift Exercise to discover your Spiritual Gifts

SPIRITUAL GIFTS DISCOVERY EXERCISE
Read the following points and mark yourself out of 5 for each. If you give yourself 5 it will be one of
your strong points. If you give yourself 0 or 1 it will be one of your very weak points. Place a number
(1 to 5) next to the question.
QUESTION

POINTS

1.

I am good at listening.

2.

I enjoy explaining things to others about Jesus to a congregation or group.

3.

I love preaching or talking about Jesus to a congregation or group.

4.

I am often used to bring others to Christ.

5.

I enjoy administrative work.

6.

I feel a deep, caring love for those ill and a call to help them get well.

7.

I am handy at most things and adaptable.

8.

I am deeply concerned about the world and social affairs.

9.

I am usually looked to for a lead.

10.

I make helpful relationships with others easily.

11.

Others are helped when I teach them things.

12.

I love the study and work in preparing a message.

13.

God have given me a great love for others and a longing to win them for Him.

14.

I can organize well, clearly and efficiently.

15.

Others find my presence soothing and healing.

16.

I like helping other people.

17

I am active in service in the community.

18.

In a group I am often elected chairman or leader.

19.

I can encourage others and help bear burdens.

20.

I love study and finding the facts.

21.

My sermons have clearly been a blessing to others.

22.

I find my life is full of opportunities to witness for Christ.

23.

I love doing office work and do it thoroughly.

24.

I have sometimes laid hands on the sick and they have been helped.

25.

I am a practical type.

26.

I am very aware of the needs of society today and feel called to do something about it.

27.

When leading something I put a lot of preparation into it.

28.

I really care about other people.

29.

I have patience in helping others understand Christian things.

30.

I feel a clear call to preach.

31.

I love to talk to others about Jesus.

32.

I am painstaking about details in organization.

33.

I spend time praying with and for the sick.

34.

I spend much time helping others in practical ways.

35.

I feel God is at work in the world today and I must work along with Him there.

36.

I am good at delegating to others in a team setting.
© Gibbs, Eddie, “I believe in Church Growth”, Eerdmans; Michigan, 1981. p 452-453

SCORE SHEET
Q/NO SCORE Q/NO SCORE Q/NO SCORE Q/NO SCORE TOTAL CATEGORY
1

10

19

28

A

2

11

20

29

B

3

12

21

30

C

4

13

22

31

D

5

14

23

32

E

6

15

24

33

F

7

16

25

34

G

8

17

26

35

H

9

18

27

36

I

Add the scores along each row and place the final score in the column marked “Total”. Circle
three (3) of the highest scores and check with the given legend below. The three highest
totals are mostly likely the gifts that you have.

LEGEND:
Category

Description

Category

Description

A

Pastoral

F

Healing

B

Teaching

G

Practical Help

C

Preaching

H

Service to Society

D

Evangelism

I

Leadership

E

Administration

It is easy to mislead yourself and it may therefore be helpful to give a copy of this form to your closest
friends and ask them to complete it for you (i.e. changing each of the statements to “he”, “he is”, etc)
as honestly as possible. Don’t show them your marks until after you have theirs.

Acts
Stephen presents the Gospel
1.

6:8-15. What does this passage tell us about why
Stephen’s ministry was so effective? Which of his
characteristics do you lack? What can you do to grow in
that area?

2.

7:1-50. How does Stephen’s very long speech answer
the original question (v.1)? How does each section
about Abraham, Joseph, Moses, and Solomon advance
his basic argument? How does he adapt his argument
to the premises and nature of his audience?
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WEEK 12 PROJECT –

“OIKOS” EVANGELISM:1
Read silently and mark
“!” - for something that helped you
“?” -for something that raised a question
The Main Method of Evangelism
In the book of Acts, especially in the chapters 10 and
following, the “main method” of evangelism of the early
church emerges. It is not a program or a well-oiled scheme
— it is what we will call “oikos evangelism”.
“Oikos” is the Greek word for “household”, but we
must be careful not to read into this term our own concept of
the nuclear family. A Graeco-Roman household contained
not only several generations of the same family, but also
included servants, the families of servants, friends, and even
business associates. Essentially, new believers shared their
faith with other members of their “oikos”, and thus people
came to faith through web networks of relationships.
Not only church history, but modern research has
shown that the vast majority of persons come to faith through
the witness of a friend, relative, or associate — not through
massive programs or campaigns.
Biblical examples
“The following day [Peter] arrived in Caesarea.
Cornelius was expecting them, and had called together his
relatives and close friends. As Peter entered the house,
Cornelius met him...”
Acts 10:24
“On the Sabbath, we went outside the city gate to the river...
We sat down and began to speak to the women who had
gathered there. One of those listening was Lydia, a dealer in
purple cloth from the city of Thyatira... The Lord opened her
heart to respond to Paul’s message. When she and the
members of her household were baptized, she invited us to
her home. ‘If you consider me a believer in the Lord,’ she
said, ‘come stay at my house’.”
Acts 16:13-15
“He then brought them out and asked, ‘Sirs, what must I do
to be saved?’ They replied, ‘Believe in the Lord Jesus, and
you will be saved — you and all your household.’ Then they
spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his
house. At that hour of the night the jailer took them and
washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his family
were baptized.”
Acts 16:30-34
“The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and
tell him, ‘We have found the Messiah’ (that is, the Christ)...
Philip found Nathanael and told him, ‘We have found the one

Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets
also wrote - Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”
John 1:41,45
“As he walked along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at
the tax collect’s booth. ‘Follow me’, Jesus told him, and Levi
got up and followed him. While Jesus was having dinner at
Levi’s house, many tax collectors and ‘sinners’ were eating
with him and his disciples, for there were many who followed
him.”
Mark 2:14,15
Principles
1. Definition. In Manhattan, there are not so many oikos’s
which consist of large extended families. Nonetheless,
everyone has an “oikos”. Notice that Levi (Matthew) the tax
collector had a household that consisted mainly of business
associates rather than relatives.
An “oikos” is a web of common kinship affinity
(relatives), geographical affinity (neighbours), vocational
affinity (co-workers), associational affinities (special interest
colleagues), and plain friends.
2. Advantages. ”Oikos” evangelism is the most personally
demanding of all the methods of evangelism, because it
requires primarily that you be a changed person, transformed
by the gospel. Your life is the main attractor and the main
evidence for the truth of the faith. In “oikos” evangelism, your
life is under observation by those who don’t believe. You
can’t run and you can’t hide! If your character is flawed (or
even unexceptional), you won’t be effective.
“Oikos” evangelism is therefore very nonmanipulative. The person outside the faith is, in a sense, “in
the driver’s seat”. He or she gets to raise questions and
determines at what speed the process proceeds. There is no
“canned” presentation. He or she also has a personal
knowledge of the evangelist, and thus gets a very good and
fair view of what Christianity is all about and how it works in
someone’s life.
In short, all the “advantages” of oikos evangelism are
for the unbeliever, not the believer. No wonder it is so
effective!
3. Pre-requisites. Essentially, the pre-requisite is that the
gospel change us. Until that happens, we will be ineffective
witnesses. First the joyful effects of the gospel in our own
lives must give us an enormous energy for witness. How can
we keep our mouths closed about such a wonder? If that
energy is not there, we must repent and seek God until it
flows. But second, the humbling nature of the gospel must
lead us to approach non-believers without superiority and
with lots of respect. Since we are saved only by God’s grace
and not our goodness, we expect to often find wisdom and
compassion in non-Christians which at many points may
exceed ours. Is that humility and respect there? If not, we will

be ineffective. Third, the love experience of the gospel must
remove from us the fear of others’ disapproval. Is this
boldness increasing? If not, we must repent and reflect on
the gospel and God’s acceptance with us until this fear
diminishes.
These three character qualities are absolutely
necessary. Put another way, if you are not effective in
reaching others for Christ, it is because of a lack of joy, a
lack of humility and gentleness, or a lack of boldness. Which
is it?
If the gospel fills us with joy, humility, and confidence,
then we will not treat non-Christians as “evangelism cases”
— people that we relate to, talk to, and care for only in order
to win them over to our side. That is to objectify and
dehumanize them, and, ironically, it is unwinsome. We
should not love people in order to evangelize them. Rather,
we should evangelize them in order to love them. The more
these dynamics are present in our lives the more we will
draw in new people like a magnet (Acts 2:47).
4. Planning. In this week’s project, we will only talk about the
first step in an “oikos” evangelism plan — choosing 4 people
to begin to pray for. Make a list of 4 people that fit these
qualifications: a) We hit it off well together. b) We share
some common interests. c) This person would probably
enjoy our church or small group. d) This person is open to
me.
Make the list:

Now begin praying for them, and begin thinking of ways to
strengthen your relationship with them.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1.
Which of the three pre-requisites for witness do you
most need? How did Stephen show all three in his life
(Acts 6:8-15; 7:54ff)?

2.

Share your list of 4 people with someone in the group
and pray for the other person’s “oikos” by name as well
as your own.

Acts
Gospel in the City
1.

8:5-25. What was so amazing about Philip’s act of
going to Samaria? What were the elements in his
effective ministry? What would be the equivalent of his
bold ministry action today?

2.

8:14-17.This is a highly unusual and puzzling passage,
and people have been debating it for years. Let’s be
guided by this note from John Stott.
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CONVERSION PROJECT
Read and mark
“!” - for something that helped you
“?” -for something that raised a question
Christianity without conversion is no longer
Christianity, because conversion means turning to God. It
involves forsaking sin, with its self-deifying attitudes and selfserving conduct, and turning to Christ, whose death on the
cross is the basis for God’s offer of mercy and forgiveness.
Jesus was judged in our place so God could extend his
righteousness to us.
– David Wells, Turning to God, p.27
In most translations of the Bible, the word “conversion”
appears very seldom. But that does not mean that
conversion is not absolutely central to Christianity. Rather,
the New Testament writers use many different words to
describe the process.
The Book of Acts records the conversion of Paul three
times (9:5ff., 22:6ff., 26:12ff.). In addition, it tells us of the
conversion of the Ethiopian eunuch (8:25ff.), of Cornelius,
(10:44ff.), and of the Philippian jailer (16:29ff.). But moreover,
it records Paul telling us that all the Gentiles who were
entering the church were entering by “conversion” (Acts
15:3). Thus the book of Acts shows the indispensibility of
conversion to being a Christian.
But what is conversion? In is common to use terms
like “converted” “born again” “believed” “received Christ” all
interchangeably. But the Bible makes some important
distinctions.
To “become a Christian” is both “Conversion” and
“Regeneration”. They are two sides of the same coin, and
cannot be separated, yet they must be distinguished. One is
something God does and one is something we do. The first is
the theological, the other is behavioural. The theological
element (what we are in Christ — regeneration) is the same
for all, but the behavioural (what we do — turning) is the
different for all. Regeneration is an act of God at a single and
specific point in time (though we may not be conscious of
exactly when that point has occurred). Turning is a process
of ours, which may be dramatic or gradual, depending on
many factors.
An “insider” to Christianity (i.e. a child raised in a
Christian home) may find conversion so natural that he or
she cannot pinpoint the time of the change at all. (Some
churches create venues for children to “give their lives to
Christ”, to help them pinpoint their conversions. But usually
the process is extremely gradual. There may be several
preparatory steps in which God “illuminates” the youth
through the Holy Spirit, providing pieces of the gospel, until it
“comes together” for them after a number of years.

On the other hand, an “outsider” to Christianity (i.e. a
person raised Jewish or secular) may have much more of a
“Damascus Road” (i.e. Pauline) conversion experience. So
the theological side of conversion is always identical —
regeneration. But the behavioural side of conversion is
always different, depending on culture, personality, and prior
world-view.
A. Regeneration
This is a work of God in which the power and holiness
of God enters our hearts in the form of the Holy Spirit. This is
so radical a reality that it is called “partaking of the divine
nature” (II Peter 1:4), becoming a whole new creation (II
Cor.5:17; Gal.6:15), being born again (John 3:3). In Titus,
Paul says, “he saved us... not because of deeds done by us
in righteousness, but in virtue of his own mercy, by the
washing of regeneration and renewal in the Holy Spirit, which
he poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our
Savior, so that we might be justified by his grace and
become heirs in hope of eternal life.” (Titus 3:5-7). What the
Holy Spirit does is called “regeneration” (paliggenesias),
which is the same word as “rebirth” (gennetha anothen —
“born from above”). We have a new “genesis”, we are born
again. See also I John 2:29, 3:9-10; I Peter 1:3,2, 2:2; James
1:18).
B. Conversion
The New Testament uses the word epistrepho, to
“turn” as the word for conversion. Almost always, the word is
used as an intransitive verb — it is what we do. (On the other
hand, “regeneration” or “rebirth” is what is done to us.) Just
as we cannot enter the kingdom of God without being born
again (John 3:3), we also cannot enter the kingdom of God
unless we convert (Matt.18:3). Everyone must convert,
whether Jew (Acts 3:19; 9:35) or Gentile (Acts 11:21; 14:15).
Because the word for conversion is “turning”, there are
therefore two parts to conversion — turning away from and
turning toward. Thus the Thessalonians turned from idols
and turned to the living God (I Thess.1:9). These two aspects
are metanoia, repentance (turning away) and pistis, faith
(turning toward). We are only converted as we turn away
from sin and self-salvation, and to faith in Christ and his
salvation.
Summary:
Now we can see that, though it is fair and right to use
the word “conversion” to refer to both rebirth and converting,
and it is fair to use the word “reborn” to refer to both rebirth
and converting, that they are two aspects of the same thing.
John brings them together when he says: To all who
received him, who believed in his name (conversion), he
gave full rights as children of God, who are born not of nature
or of the will of man, but of the will of God (rebirth). John
1:12-13.

Rebirth/conversion is also called a change of
ownership (Rom.6:17-18), a change from darkness to light
(Acts 25:18; II Cor.4:6; I Pet. 2:9), a change from death to life
(John 5:24; Eph.2:1-6).
So — we can outline “becoming a Christian” like this:
Rebirth (what God does)
Conversion (what we do)
Repent (turn from self-salvation and serving self)
Faith (turn to Christ salvation and serving him)

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
How does this shed light on your own conversion
experience?

Acts
The Ethiopian’s Conversion
1.

8:26-40. What do we learn about sharing our faith from
the story of the Ethiopian’s conversion?

Study 14 | Acts 8:26 – 40

WEEK 14 PROJECT –

JOYFUL BOLDNESS
Introduction: We tend to talk boldly about the things that
bring us the greatest joy. Our job, a wedding, a child’s birth,
or something new. So it shouldn’t surprise us that boldness
in witnessing should follow a personal, intimate, joyful
encounter with the living God.
I.
A.
B.
C.
D.

Read John 1:35-42.
Why was Andrew joyful?
How did Andrew demonstrate his joy and boldness?
What resources do we have that Andrew didn’t have
that should foster joyful boldness in our witness to
others?
How do we allow ourselves to be robbed of joyfulness
or boldness?

II.

The following verses describe the spiritual
boldness (confidence) God wants us to experience
in two other areas of our lives. What is the source
of confidence in each situation... and what are the
results?
A. Heb. 4:16 and 10:19; Eph. 3:12
B. I John 4:13-19

III.

Ps. 35:9 says, “...my soul will rejoice in the Lord
and delight in his salvation”. But in Ps. 51:12 David
pleaded, “Restore to me the joy of your salvation...”
Which best describes where you are experientially
right now with the Lord? Why?

IV. Suggested action points
A. Remember your conversion. Meditate on the things that
brought joy to your heart when you first knew Jesus
Christ personally. What were a few?
B. Acts 4:29 assures us we should pray for boldness:
“Lord... enable your servant to speak your word with
great boldness.” Are you willing to pray that? Continue
to pray for the four people you recorded in a recent
project. Have you seen God at work in any of their lives
yet?
C. Believe that God wants you to be joyful and bold in
prayer, witnessing and on the day of judgment as you
stand before Him, relying on the Father’s Saviour’s and
Spirit’s love for you. Conclude your discussion with
prayer for one another... personal requests and also
reflecting on what you’ve shared about joyful boldness
in your lives. Don’t miss it!

Acts
Paul’s Conversion
1.

vv.3-9. Some have said that Saul’s conversion is a very
strong piece of evidence for the supernatural origins of
Christianity. How would that be so? (Compare 9:1-9
with Acts 22:3-16 and 26:9-18).

2.

v.10-31. What are the results of Saul’s conversion
evident in these verses? In other words, what changes
do we see?

Study 15 | Acts 9:1 – 43

WEEK 15 PROJECT –

A GOSPEL OUTLINE 3
Develop Your Story
First Handle: BC – Before Christ
1.
What was your early spiritual background, and how did
it affect you as you grew up – your feelings, attitudes,
actions and relationships?
2.
What caused you to begin to consider following Christ?
Middle Handle: Met Christ
3.
What realization did you come to that finally motivated
you to receive Christ?
4.
Specifically, how did you receive Christ?
Third Handle: AD – UAfter Christ
5.
How did your life begin to change after you trusted
Christ?
6.
What other benefits have you experienced since
becoming a Christian? Especially think of ones that
would best relate to the person on your Impact List.
Concluding Question
It’s best to end your story with a concluding question or
statement that requires a response from the other person.
My Story: Three Handles
HANDLE 1
HANDLE 2
HANDLE 3
BC
AD
U
Before Christ
After Christ
Met Christ
KEY WORDS
KEY WORDS
KEY WORDS
Question 1:
Question 3:
Question 5:

Question 2:

Question 4:

Question 6:

Concluding Question: (Paul’s was “ Do you believe in the
prophets?”) Acts 26:27
Unifying Theme: (Paul’s was his intense passion for serving God)

Telling Your Story
1. Get a partner
2. One of you tell your story, while the other listens and
make mental notes. Listener needs to cooperate with
person telling story
3. After listening, provide feedback
4. Then trade places

Acts
Cornelius’ Conversion
1.

10:1-8,22,34-35. Cornelius is an example of a “good
man” without the gospel. What do these verses teach
us about such a person?

2.

10:44-11:18. What is the final (the fourth) sign given by
God to Peter that the gospel is for the Gentiles? How do
our converts teach us — ad Cornelius taught Peter?

Study 16 | Acts 10:1 – 11:18

WEEK 16 PROJECT –

UNDERSTANDING CONVERSION
Read silently and mark
“!” - for something that helped you
“?” -for something that raised a question
THE GOSPEL AND THE “SEEKER”
In I Corinthians 14:24 Paul describes a person who
comes to a worship service “who does not understand” —
literally a “seeker”. We have seen Cornelius is a “seeker”
who God acknowledges and sincere (Acts 10:1-4). Though
they may be very good persons, they still need to be brought
to “repentance unto life” (Acts 11:14). How can we help a
person who is “on the verge” — who seems to want to come
to Christ. Here are some helps on helping such persons:
Principles for applying the gospel to seekers
The following is a paraphrase of a lecture in an out of print
book by a Presbyterian minister of the early 19th century.
William Sprague, Lectures on Revival, Lecture 6
1.
•

•

Determine the amount of knowledge and the
amount of feeling.
if he is long on feeling and short on knowledge, your
course of action is fairly simple. He may be ripe for
conversion. Present the truths of the gospel in a
balanced, full way. You may be bold to press for a
commitment. If he will not, discover at what point he has
trouble. Review the outline briefly, asking, “Do you
understand and agree that first,___________, and
second,_________...”
if he is long on knowledge and short on feeling, you
may need to elaborate the gospel presentation with
vivid illustrations and pointed applications.. Show him
that Christianity is not an academic matter, not a matter
of weaving a web of intricate thought-forms. Say, as
Whitefield, “It is one thing to assent with your mouth,
and another thing to believe from the heart. If you have
really done that, a truth affects you mind, will, and
emotions. Have you ever been saddened by your sins?
Have you cried out to God that you need a saviour?
Has the mercy of God in Christ seemed precious to
you?” [Caution: Keep in mind the words of Thomas
Watson — “But wouldest thou know when thou hast
been humbled enough for sin? When thou are willing to
let go thy sins. The gold has lain long enough in the
furnace when the dross is purged out; so, when the love
of sin is purged out, a soul is humbled enough, what
needs more? If a needle has let out the abscess, what
needs a lance? Be no more cruel to thyself than God
would have thee.”
– from A Body of Divinity, p. 451

2.

Impress on the awakened sinner the need to come
to God on gospel terms immediately.
• God owns you. Every day you rule your own life you
become more and more guilty.
• The concern you have now is the gracious influence of
the spirit of God. If you decide to come to God at your
own convenience, you are mocking God. He is too
great for you to snap your fingers when you are ready.
Who is King around here? You are in great danger of
losing the openness of heart you have now. Do you
think you can repent any time you wish? No!
Repentance is a gift from God, which he is offering you
now. You must take it or risk becoming too hard to care.
Then you will be lost forever. Don’t delay. Even a
passing conversation with a friend can drive away your
convictions. Act now.

3.

Beware of a spirit of self-righteousness.
• When a man is first awakened to his need, he usually
sets out on a furious effort to please God through his
efforts (church attendance, prayer, obeying the law).
Warn him of this.
• Say, “Don’t stop striving to please God, but do it in the
spirit of the new covenant, not the covenant of works.
There is no actual saving value in your strivings, only
gratitude value (saying “thank you” for a full salvation).
Until you accept this and fall down helpless at the feet
of Christ’s mercy and are willing to accept the free gift
of eternal life, you cannot be saved.”
• Warn him that he can assent to justification by faith in
the abstract and still try to catch God’s eye with his
efforts, so he must examine his heart.

4.

Beware of making comfort your ultimate end
instead of giving God his due.
• If you see yourself as a sufferer looking for relief
primarily, you will never find peace. God is no sugar
daddy to be used by you to secure your own happiness.
Say to him: “Blessed are they which hunger and thirst
after — what? Blessedness? No! Righteousness!
Happy are they which don’t seek happiness, but rather
to give God his due. Happiness never comes to those
who seek it directly. You are a sinner, in need of
pardon. Give God what you owe: repentance, faith,
obedience. Your troubles will take care of themselves.
Until you have grasped this in your heart, you’ll not
have peace.”

5.

If, after sharing the gospel, the person is not ready
to repent and believe, yet is still awakened, advise
this:
• Spend a lot of time reading good books, the Bible, and
in prayer. Coming to church meetings and so on is
good, but no substitute. It is too easy to derive your
spirituality from the environment. Also, many wellmeaning counselors may be confusing. Talk often with
one or two spiritual advisors and with the Lord
• Read the intriguing sermon by Lloyd-Jones on Mark
8:22,26 — “Men as Trees, Walking” in Spiritual
Depression: Causes and Cures. He tells about people
who are in a similar condition to the blind man. They
seemed to have been touched by Jesus — they see
things they couldn’t see before, yet things are still not
in focus. What did the blind man do? He was honest.
He did not say, “I see fine!” He admitted his condition
and Jesus touched him again. So tell Jesus what you
see and what you don’t see. Ask him to touch you
some more until you see clearly.
• But above all, stress that these means of study and
prayer are only means to the end. They cannot merit
anything from God. They are only ways to enable God
to work in you.

Common objections or problems posed by seekers
1. “I just can’t believe” What you are describing is simply
the settled distaste every natural heart has to God.
Don’t make an excuse for it. In yourself, you are unable
to believe, but the Holy Spirit has already come to your
aid. If you see what you have to do and wish that you
could do it, then that is evidence of the Holy Spirit’s
work. (You give yourself too much credit! You couldn’t
see all these things unless the Spirit was already at
work! Don’t despair.) Now, as long as this divine aid is
offered to you, you must act. Don’t wait for some kind of
psychological sense of certainty; faith is acting on what
you know to be true.
Paul says: “We walk by faith, not by sight”. See? He
doesn’t pit faith against reason, he pits faith against
feelings and appearances. Do you see what you must
do? Then repent, trust, obey Christ. How can you stand
on this plea of inability? That is an abstract question,
and it is a sinful refusal.
2. “I’ve tried all you’ve said to do, but it hasn’t
worked.” [Evaluate: Either he hasn’t ‘tried’ properly, or
he has a false understanding of what ‘worked’ means.]
What do you mean by ‘worked’? Did you expect a
certain feeling? Did you expect your problems to go
away. Faith is acting on what you know to be true,
despite how things feel or appear (“We walk by faith,
not by sight”.) Imagine that a doctor tells you, “You are
dying because of all the fat and starch you are eating; if

you stop eating steak and potatoes, your body will
begin to strengthen”. The first time someone beside you
eats a big steak dinner, won’t it smell great? It doesn’t
smell dangerous and deadly. Now if you exercise faith,
you follow what you know to be true (this food is poison
to me), or you can follow your appetites, senses, and
feelings. What if you exercise faith? Will it immediately
feel wonderful? NO! Your stomach will growl and you
will feel unsatisfied. It is only as you practice faith over
time that the healing and health (that is, the good
feeling and visible effects) will come. So it is with saving
faith. You may not at first experience anything
remarkable. Nor will all your problems be solved. But
your standing with God is changed, and eventually, the
effects will flow out into your whole life. Phil. 2:12-14
tells us that the strength and life of God comes as you
obey him. He works as we work.
How have you been trying? Perhaps you have been
striving in a spirit of self- righteousness (see above).
Perhaps you have been striving in a spirit of bargaining
with God, instead of approaching him as a sovereign
king (see above). (“I’ll do this and that if God will do this
and that”. Instead say, “I owe God everything, and he
owes me nothing; I’ll gladly do whatever he bids me
WITHOUT CONDITIONS”. If you have put conditions
on your seeking him, he will not meet you.) [Bottom
line.] I’m sorry you have been frustrated in your seeking
God, and I cannot know your heart or God’s heart
enough to tell you why you haven’t felt that you’ve
connected with him. But I do know this. You haven’t got
the option of giving up. His disciples said to Jesus,
“Lord, to whom shall we go? You [alone] have the
words of eternal life” (John 6:68). What is your
alternative? You have none. If you keep seeking, Jesus
says that no one who comes to him will he cast out
(John 6:37). On the other hand, if you stop seeking him,
you will certainly perish.
3. “I just don’t have any sorrow for sin or desire for
God.” [He may be the victim of having heard long, lurid
testimonies which convinced him that he too must have
an extended period of self-loathing and weeping over
his sin.] It is not Biblical to require everyone to have
equally long, vivid, and horrible sorrow over sin. Look at
Matthew, Zaccheus, the Phillipian jailer, and Lydia
(Luke 19:9; Acts 16:14, etc.) There is no indication that
they spent time in terror and horror. They were called
abruptly and they came. Look at Jesus invitation to the
Laodiceans (Rev. 3:15-20). He invites the lukewarm,
self-deluded people to open to him so he can fellowship
with him. They were not put through some long time of
conviction.

Listen! If your house had caught on fire, how alarmed
would you have to feel about it in order to be saved?
Just enough to get out! It doesn’t matter whether you
leave crying ‘Oh! My house, my house’ or not. It doesn’t
matter if you are in a panic or just a bit upset. THE
ONLY GOOD YOUR EMOTIONS AND FEAR ARE IS
TO GET YOU TO LEAVE. The only good conviction of
sin is to get you to repent and humble yourself under
the mighty hand of your king. So submit! Don’t wait to
feel a certain way. [Ultimately, anyone who is
concerned about lack of sorrow and feeling is caught in
a self-righteous spirit. He hopes to please God with his
pious feelings. Don’t allow this. Confront him.]
4. “I’m too bad/depressed.” Look how far Jesus came
to save sinners! Are you worse than Paul? (I Tim. 1:15)
Jesus loves to save sinners; he delights to do it. (Luke
15:7; Is. 53:11; Zeph.3:16-17). The Bible says God is
“mighty to save”; are you saying that He is not strong
enough to deal with your sins? Are you mightier than
God? [Again, remember that this complaint is often a
subtle form of self-righteousness. The man thinks he is
unworthy. Then he is assuming his worthiness is the
necessary basis for coming to Christ.]
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Is there anything here you wish you knew when you were a
young Christian?

CHILDREN MINISTRY
PraiseBabies (Babies to toddlers)
PraiseKids (Ages 3-6)
PraiseHouse Class (Ages 7-12)
PraiseHouse Worship (Ages 7-12)
If you would like to know more, contact us at 6543 4858
or admin@hopepc.net

Worship, Music and Creative Arts
Ministry (WMC)
Members of this ministry cut across all age groups and look
to provide an inter-generational worship style for attendees
at HPC. Singers, musicians, projectionists, audio-visual teams
and ushers work and rehearse together to provide a Sunday
praise & worship experience.

powerhouse
PowerHouse is our ministry for young
people aged 13-25. We meet for Care groups
& fellowship on Sundays at 230pm.

For more information, please contact Pastor Koh Chin
Gay at kohcg@hopepc.net

care group (cg)
ministry
We aspire to build a loving community of disciples and
servant-leaders in caring for one another, studying and
sharing of God’s Word, prayer as well as serving and
evangelizing together apart from our regular Sunday
worship. If you would like to know more or join a Caregroup, you may visit our church website.
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