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GOSPEL OF MARK 
Theme: “Following Christ is a verb” 

“The Son of God who did not come to be served, but to serve, 
and to give His life as a ransom for many.” Mark 10:45. 

 
STUDY QUESTIONS – Jan-Oct 2016 

 

January 3, 
2016 

Consequences 
of Fruitlessness. 
Mark 11:12-14; 

20-21 

1. What is your immediate reaction to this story?  (Use 
adjectives to describe your reactions). 

2. The fig tree represents Israel (Hos. 9:10, Nah 3:12, 
Zech 10:2).  In light of 7:6, what do you think this story 
is about? 

3. In light of the cleansing of the temple in v.15-19 why 
do you think Peter bring up the dead fig tree (v.20)? 

4. What is the relevance of prayer and faith to the 
cleansing of the temple? 

5. How much focus do you, as an individual, and we, as 
a church, place on the importance of Prayer? 

January 10, 
2016 

 

Jesus- Meek 
and Mild? 

Mark 11:15-19 

1. How does this portrait of Jesus disturb your view of 
Jesus, if at all? 

2. Would you characterize the reaction of Jesus as one 
driven by uncontrollable anger?  Do you agree or 
disagree that Christians should not be angry in public 
or even angry at all?  (See Eph 6:26-27; James 1:19-
20) 

3. How had the temple become a den of robbers? 

4. What are the dangers of commercializing 
religion/faith? 

 
January 17, 

2016 
 

Prayer and the 
Power of Faith 
Mark 11:22-25 

1. How would you define faith? (cf. Heb 11:1) 

2. How important is the locus of faith? 

3. How much can faith do?  Are there any limitations in 
terms of answered prayers? (cf. 14:36; Mat.6:10) 

4. Read and discuss Heb 11 and note especially vv.39-
40.  How does this statement align with our text? 

5. Is v.25 a condition precedent for answered prayers? 
(Cf. Mt. 6:12) 
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January 24, 
2016 

 

Don’t meddle 
with Jesus 

Mark 11:27-33 

1. Jesus had just cleared the temple and created a 
commotion.  The religious leaders asked him by what 
authority He did this.  What did they hope to achieve 
in asking this question? 

2. How is the wisdom of Jesus manifested in his reply? 

3. How did Jesus answer the challenge put to him? What 
condition did Jesus place on answering the 
challenge? Why do you think he decided not to 
answer them directly, but instead posed a question in 
response? (11:29-30) 

4. In what ways today do human authorities challenge 
God’s authority? When have you questioned or 
challenged God’s authority in your life? 

5. With respect to teachers, managers, and leaders 
telling you to depend upon no one but yourself, how 
can you find it in yourself to rely on no one except 
God? 

February 7, 
2016 

Rejection and 
Retribution. 

Mark 12:1-12 

1. What does the vineyard represent? (Isa 5:1-7) 

2. Identify the other characters in the parable. 

3. What is the function of the capstone or cornerstone?  
And what did this rejected capstone become in God’s 
economy of things? (Acts 4:11-12). 

4. What does this parable tell us about God? 

5. What does it tell us about humankind? 

February 14, 
2016 

Between 
Caesar and 

God.  
Mark 12:13-17 

1. What do you know about the Pharisees and the 
Herodians? 

2. What common elements brought the two traditional 
enemies together? 

3. Why did the Jews hate paying taxes to the Romans? 

4. How is the question in vv 14 and 15 another of those 
‘trap questions”? 

5. What are the practical implications of the answer of 
Jesus in v. 17? 

February 21, 
2016 

Our False Idea 
of the Hereafter 
Mark 12:18-27 

1. In what two ways were the Sadducees in error? 
(12:24-27) 

2. What did Jesus mean when he referred to God as “not 
the God of the dead, but of the living?” What 
difference does that make to you? (12:27, Ephesians 
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2:4-5) 

3. How can we know who is right when we hear 
conflicting opinions about God, the Bible, or theology? 

4. How can you benefit from the insight of another 
believer? 

 
February 28, 

2016 

 
 

Lovers of God 
and Neighbours 
Mark 12:28-34 

1. The teacher added a note about “offerings and 
sacrifices” to Jesus’ answer. Why? What do they have 
to do with the commandments? How did Jesus 
responded? 

2. What is the implication to our spiritual life when our 
offerings to God becomes mere ritual that does not 
spring forth from our love for God and others? 

3. What should our attitude to God be? With what parts 
of yourself should you love God?  

4. What might Jesus say to you in such a situation?  

5. What might be the reason why people would not ask 
Jesus any more questions? 

March 6, 
2016 

 

What Do you 
Expect from 

Experts? 
Mark 12:35-40 

1. Explain how Jewish teachers “devour widow’s houses” 
in 12:40.  

2. What people in our society today are vulnerable to 
exploitation? 

3. What do Christians do that is like these Jewish 
teachers?  

4. How does pride interfere with your Christian witness? 

March 13, 
2016 

 

Giving that is 
More than Much 
Mark 12:41-44 

1. What do you learn about this widow? 
2. How does God evaluate your giving? 
3. Why do you think God wants us to give sacrificially?  
4. What attitude should we have about giving of 

ourselves to the Lord? 

March 20, 
2016 
Palm 

Sunday 

Questions We 
Need to Ask 
Mark 13:1-4 

1. Why do you think that Jesus used the discussion 
about    the temple to begin his discourse about the 
end of the age?  

2. What made the temple so significant for the disciples?  

3. What would its destruction symbolize for them? 

4. Do you believe in the final judgment of God?  

5. As we hear and read the Word of God do we, in our 
reflection, question our spiritual growth?  

March 27, 
2016 

Resurrection 
Sunday 

The Coming 
Tribulation 

Mark 13:5-23 

1. What might deceive them into thinking the end times 
had come? (13:5-8)  

2. What comfort will help them to endure these trials? 
(13:11) 



4 | P a g e  
 

3. Do we find comfort in God and His reassuring Words 
when we face trials in life? 

4. Is it possible for Christians to be deceived? How can 
we recognize false teachers? (13:21-22) 

April 3, 
2016 

Pledge 
Sunday 

The Second 
Coming 

Mark 13:24-27 

1. Who is the “Son of Man?” How will he come?  
2. Shouldn't we be happy at the prospect of Christ 

coming again to set our world right once again? 
3. The promise is that God has prepared something 

wonderful beyond our world and time. Is that more 
difficult to believe than the resurrection?  

4. Jesus often emphasizes faithful discipleship and calls 
us to endure and to be watchful. Are we in watchful 
expectation of Jesus’ second coming? 

5. Do we look forward to that day when Jesus words to 
us are, “You good and faithful servant?”  

 

 
April 10, 

2016 

Lessons from 
the Fig Tree 

Mark 13:28-31 

1. How does the “fig tree lesson” (13:28-29) answer the 
disciples’ question? (13:4) 

2. What promises does Jesus give? (13:30-31)  
3. How would this comfort the disciples?  
4. What impact do these promises have on you? 

April 17, 
2016 

Watch and Pray 
Mark 13:32-37 

 

1. Why do you think the Father has kept the time secret? 
(13:32)  

2. What is the responsibility of believers in the 
meantime? (13:35-37) 

3. If Jesus comes suddenly does He sees us morally 
alert and obedient to His commands for living found in 
God’s Word? 

4. The entire thirteenth chapter of Mark tells us how to 
live while we wait for Christ’s return. Do you constantly 
reflect on the way you live? The way you make 
decisions? The way you relate to others? 

5. Does your way of living clinches on the teachings of 
God? 
 

April 24, 
2016 

One Man Two 
Reactions 

Mark 14:1-9 

1. Why do you think the woman spent nearly a year’s 
wages of perfume to anoint Jesus?  

2. Why do some of those who were present so upset 
about the wastage? 

3. If you had been one of the disciples, what would you 
have said to the woman? 

4. What was Jesus really saying when he defended the 
action of the woman? 
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5. In a practical way, how can you show your devotion to 
Christ above all other things, people, or ambitions in 
your life? What’s most valuable for you to give up? 

 
May 8, 
2016 

Mother’s 
Day 

Betraying A 
Trust 

Mark 14:10-11 

1. Why do you think Judas would betray Jesus? Is it out 
of a greed for money? Is it out of fear of the religious 
leaders? 

2. In what ways, as Jesus’ disciples, could we betray 
Him? 

3. Judas was certainly baffled by Jesus’ increasing 
opposition to the Jewish religious leaders and doubt 
started to overwhelmed his faith in Jesus. In what 
ways could we doubt God’s guidance and promise 
when facing lives’ challenges? 

4. Do we unreservedly trust that God’s way is higher 
than our ways? 

 
May 15, 

2016 
 

Preparing for 
the Last Supper 
Mark 14:12-16 

1. How did Jesus’ prediction compare to what the 
disciples actually found when they entered the city? 

2. Do you have any experience/s where you trusted 
God’s guidance completely and found that it is exactly 
what God has installed for you? 

3. Obedient is one of the fundamental characteristics of 
being a disciple of Jesus. What aspects in our lives do 
Jesus finds us obedient to His teachings? 

4. Do we heed the call of Jesus to serve Him when we 
are prompted by the Holy Spirit or His Word? 

 

May 22, 
2016 

 

Love's Final 
Appeal 

Mark 14:17-21 

1. How did Jesus specify who would betray him? What 
was the disciples’ reaction to Jesus’ prediction of his 
betrayal?  

2. When God’s truth reveals and convicts us of our 
sinfulness or behaviour in which it is not pleasing in 
God’s sight, how do we response? 

3. Do we respond like the twelve disciples responded as, 
‘Surely, not I? (v. 19) 

4. God, through His Word, is constantly appealing to 
each of us to search our hearts always and see if 
there is any offensive way in us. (Read Psalms 
139:23-24) Do we from time to time come before God 
in our quietness and take stock of our relationship with 
God? 



6 | P a g e  
 

May 29, 
2016 

 

The Symbols of 
Salvation 

Mark 14:22-26 

1. The central emphasis of the Passover meal was 
traditionally the sacrificial lamb; where did Jesus place 
his emphasis? (14:22-24) 

2. How does the old covenant God made with Israel 
compare to or differ from the new covenant he has 
made through the blood of Jesus Christ? (Jeremiah 
31:31-34) 

3. Most Protestant denominations celebrate just two holy 
sacraments: Baptism and Communion (the Lord’s 
Supper). Why is Communion so important?  

4. What do the body of Christ and the blood of Christ 
means to you? 

5. What is the posture of your heart each time you 
partake Holy Communion? Do you do it out of ritual or 
do you come before God with reverence and gratitude 
to God’s grace in your life? 

 
June 5, 
2016 

 

When Friends 
Fail You 

Mark 14:27-31 

1. When Jesus says to his disciples in 14:27, “you will all 
fall away,” did he mean that they would lose their faith 
in Jesus or did he mean something else? (Matthew 
26:56) 

2. Why do you think that Jesus sometimes chose to 
reveal to his disciples what would happen in the future 
and at other times left them in the dark? Do you feel 
that the Bible is sometimes like that—perfectly clear 
on some things, but leaving you in the dark on others? 
Why do you think God does this? 

3. Peter insisted emphatically that he would never 
disown Christ yet within the next six hours, he did so 
three times. What is the benefit in knowing we are 
vulnerable to failure? 

4. What in your life most tests your loyalty to Christ? Be 
specific! 

5. Why do some Christians fall away from following 
Christ? And how might we encourage and support one 
another in Church, Care group or family to remain in 
Christ and His body of believers? 

June 12, 
2016 

When you 
Struggle Alone 
Mark 14:32-42 

1. What does the fact that God did not grant Jesus’ 
request (“don’t let this happen to me” [CEV] and 
“Take this cup from me”) teach us about prayer? 

2. What distressed Jesus when he returned to his 
disciples? (14:37, 40, 41) Why did the disciples have 
so much trouble watching and praying with Jesus? 
(14:38)  

3. What stops you from helping a friend who asked or a 
person (“neighbor”) in need? 
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4. In times of stress, we are vulnerable to temptation (or 
inaction), even if we have a willing spirit. What are the 
ways Jesus gave us to resist temptations? 

 

June 19, 
2016 

Father’s day 

Sealed by a 
Kiss 

Mark 14:43-50 

1. Judas was first a hypocrite (how? when?), which led 
to him betraying Jesus. The Bible often refers to 
hypocrisy as yeast (Luke 12:1b-3). What does this 
mean to us? 

2. Jesus said, “The scriptures must be fulfilled.” (14:49) 
what scripture was it?  

3. When are you most tempted to compromise your 
commitment to Christ? 

4. What can you do now to prepare for times when your 
dedication to Christ is tested at work, at home, or 
around others? 

5. How can we guard against saying one thing and doing 
another? 

 

June 26, 
2016 

 

Were You 
There? 

Mark 14:51-52 

1. In times of crisis, how do you respond? Like Peter? 
Like Judas? Like the other ten? Or like the “streaking 
young man?” (14:51-52)  

2. When we are threatened to stand up for our faith as a 
Christian how do we react? 

3. What would help you to react like Jesus in times of 
testing? 

July 3, 
2016 
Youth 

Snuday 
 

 

A Kangaroo 
Court 

Mark 14:53-65 

1. Why did the Sanhedrin have such a difficult time 
convicting Jesus? (14:55-59) 

2. What is the temple to which Jesus referred in 14:58? 
(John 2:19) 

3. In 14:62, Jesus applies a portion of two Old 
Testament scriptures, Psalm 110:1 and Daniel 7:13, to 
himself. What was he claiming by quoting these 
verses? 

4. Why is “I am” such a powerful answer? (Exodus 3:13-
15) Jesus used the term seven times previously. What 
are the seven “I Am” in John 6:35; 8:12; 10:7-9; 10:11; 
11:25; 14:6; 15:1-5? 

5. How does knowing who Jesus is in these passages 
impact/strengthened our faith and trust in Him? 
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July 10, 
2016 

Courage and 
Cowardice 

Mark 14:54, 66-
72 

1. What does the story about Peter (14:66-72) tell you 
about Peter?  

2. What does it tell you about human nature?  

3. Why are Christians sometimes afraid or reluctant to 
identify themselves as believers in Christ?  

4. What sort of situations make you uncomfortable or 
fearful about identifying with Christ or Christianity? 

5. Remorse means a gnawing distress arising from a 
sense of guilt for past wrongs. Repent means to turn 
away from past wrongs and attempt to change your 
life. When you mess up, are you more likely to be 
remorseful or repentant? Or both? 

July 17, 
2016 

The Silence of 
the Lamb 

Mark 15:1-5 

1. Of those involved in trying and sentencing Jesus, who 
do you think bore the greater responsibility: the Jewish 
leaders (Sanhedrin) or Roman court (Pilate)? Does it 
matter who is to blame? 

2. One must read all four Gospels to get a complete 
account of Jesus’ trial. Why are they so different? 

3. Why do you think that Jesus did not answer Pilate? 
(15:4-5) 

4. Why do you think that Pilate did what the crowd 
wanted? When have you ever done something 
because a crowd or group pressured you? 

July 24, 
2016 

The Choice of 
the People 

Mark 15:6-15 

1. What is it like to go through a painful experience 
without the support of family or friends?  

2. Has your family or friends encouraged you (or 
deserted you) during difficult times in your life?  

3. How do we response when we face false accusation? 

4. What does this passage teaches us about suffering 
and discipleship? 

July 31, 
2016 

Making Merry 
by Mocking 

Jesus 
Mark 15:16-20 

1. What difference does it make that Jesus endured 
harsh ridicule and pain for your sake? 

2. Have you ever been mocked for being a Christian? 
How did it feel?  

3. How should we respond when others mock our faith? 

4. Why does God allow good Christian believers to 
suffer? 
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August 28, 
2016 

The Old 
Rugged Cross 
Mark 15:21-27 

1. Why did the soldiers seize Simon of Cyrene? What do 
their actions reveal about Jesus’ condition? 

2. Simon’s encounter with Jesus was rather very 
unusual. How did you first encounter Jesus?  

3. Have you experienced a “random” event in your life 
that upon later reflection showed God’s sovereign will 
being worked out in you? 

September 
4, 2016 

When God 
Emptied Himself 
Mark 15:29-32 

1. What three mocking statements were made in 15:29-
32?   

2. How would your life be different if Jesus had taken up 
the challenge of the religious leaders and come down 
off the cross?  

3. There is sin all around us. We live in a fallen world. 
How do we keep our eyes focused on Jesus and not 
fall into the temptations that surround us?  

4. The mocking cries of those at the cross can stress to 
us that Jesus chose to give Himself to save sinners 
rather than to save Himself from suffering and death. 
In what ways can we emulate Jesus’ sacrificial love for 
us to the people around us? 

September 
11, 2016 

The Cry of One 
Fully Human 

Mark 15:33-41 

1. Have you ever felt that God has forsaken you in your 
spiritual journey? 

2. What observation did the centurion make in 15:39? 

3. Read Luke 23:46. In light of this passage we learn that 
Jesus committed his life to the will of God at the point 
of death. What do Jesus’ actions teach us about 
submitting to God’s will helps us to overcome our 
darkest moments in life?  

4. How does it make you feel to know that Christ 
endured such intense suffering for your salvation?   

5. Again, we see that all this was happening according to 
the Scriptures. How does this affect your faith?   

September 
18, 2016 

The Rich 
Undertaker 

Mark 15:42-47 

1. Considering Joseph’s status as a religious council 
member, what risks do you think he took in asking for 
the body of Jesus? 

2. How did Joseph’s position and status conflict with his 
actions? In what ways does being a Christian go 
against what people expect of you? 

3. Put yourself in Joseph’s sandals.  What emotions and 
thoughts might he have experienced?   
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4. Mark 15 ends with the words ‘And Mary Magdalene 
and Mary the mother of Joses observed where He 
was laid.’ Why was this important?  

October 2, 
2016 

Pledge 
Sunday 

The Church in 
Society 

Mark 16:9-20 

1. Note: The best and earliest manuscripts do not have 
16:9-20. 

2. Read John 20:1-18 to get a more detailed account of 
Mary Magdalene’s tender encounter with Jesus on 
that resurrection morning. How does Mary’s example 
of sharing Christ and the rejection she experienced 
encourage you? 

3. Will you pray that God will give you a heart like Mary 
to share the Risen Lord whether others listen or not? 

4. How did Jesus’ disciples responded every time 
someone told them that Jesus had risen from the 
dead? (16:11, 13, John 20:24-19) How had they 
responded earlier when he told them he was going to 
die? (8:31-33, Matthew 16:21-23) If this happens 
today, how would you respond? Are there things in the 
Bible today that you have trouble believing? 

5. What did the disciples do after Jesus had left earth to 
be in heaven? (16:20) Do you have a role or 
responsibility to do the same? What are the three 
steps in fulfilling this command? (16:20, Matthew 
28:19-20, John 21:15-17) 

 

 


